
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                           December 24, 2017 
  
FOURTH  SUNDAY  IN  ADVENT  and  CHRISTMAS  EVE 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Lighting the Fourth Advent Candle 
 Reading – Luke 1:26-38 
 Hymn – 16 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, “...all I want for Christmas is you.”  That is, I 
want what I believe you give me: peace of mind, a joyful 
demeanor, contentment, happiness, satisfaction, fulfillment....  
I want these because I have too little of them.  Which makes 
me wonder: Why, if you give these, do I have too little of 
them?  I think maybe I want these in ways you don’t give them, 
and that they cannot be possessed in the way I want them.  I 
want them as decorations over the top of the life I have.  
However, these are outcomes that are given to me through my 
submitting to the life I have as the way to comprehend the life 
I have from the inside.   

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Stories for the Children and Lighting the Christmas Candle 
 Scripture – Luke 2:1-14 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 21 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 41 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for December 31, 2017  
Isaiah 61:10—62:3; Psalm 148; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40. 

 
F.Y.I. 
 The banner of a green tree on the wall in the coffee room is for 
Christmas cards to the people in the congregation. 
 It is the time we consider the finances for our congregation for 
the coming year.  There is a letter giving information about this on 
the table in the coffee room, and also pledge cards. 
 Copies of the 2017-2018 Presbyterian Giving Catalog are on the 
table in the coffee room. 
 An article concerning Christ the King/Reign of Christ is on the 
table in the coffee room. 
 During the Seasons of Advent and Christmas we are invited to 
bring foods that are associated with these seasons, perhaps from 
our family tradition. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode: [H] 707-585-8350. 
Pastor: Jim Robie: [C] 707-291-8489; jimrobie2@gmail.com 

Fourth Sunday of Advent – Luke 1:26-38 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent focuses on “submission.” The word 
submission is defined as: “...the action of accepting or yielding to 
the will or authority of a superior....” Submission is an unpopular 
concept, particularly in our time, because we associate it with 
weakness and subservience. 
 
As we read the story about Mary and the angel, we notice that 
everything the angel says to her is designed to provide a framework 
through which she can interpret what is about to happen to her. 
Basically, the angel says that God is in the process of doing 
something which will be very beneficial. What happens is not about 
Mary, but about God. Mary will find herself in a situation where a 
choice is offered to her as to whether or not she will adopt the 
framework offered by the angel and submit to what is unfolding, 
and then watch and wait for what will come from it and through it. 
 
The journey through Advent begins when we realize that there are 
thoughts and feelings in our awareness which we believe should not 
be there, and that, consequently, we do not have the life we want, 
or believe we should have. Advent brings us to a place where we 
have to choose how we will understand this situation—either it is 
about us and our needing to try harder to have the life we want or 
believe we should have; or, it is about God and what God is doing 
to give us a different life. If it is about us, then we need to continue 
the effort to rid ourselves of the thoughts and feelings we should 
not be having and get our life back on track.  But, if this is about 
God, then we need to submit to our inability to make our life come 
together, and watch and wait for what God will bring to life in us. 
Our submission to what God is doing creates an internal “place” for 
something we could not conceive of to come to life and grow in us. 

[Jim Robie – 12/20/17] 
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FOURTH  SUNDAY  OF  ADVENT and CHRISTMAS  EVE 
FOURTH  SUNDAY  OF  ADVENT    [Luke 1:26-38] 

 We are so familiar with this text, and so accustomed to reading 
its story within the context of Christmas, that we forget the text is 
part of Advent, and addresses the place where Advent brings us. 
Advent gets us ready to receive something God will bring alive in 
us which will move us toward the experience of the fullness of our 
life, something which will help us make use of what we already 
know about ourselves, and will also allow us to become more 
aware of components of our life of which we have little or no 
awareness. Advent begins with a dismantling of our sense of who 
we are as a person, something accomplished by our being “visited” 
by thoughts and feelings which cause us to realize we are not the 
person we thought we were, not the person we want to be or 
believe we should be. Our response to these intrusions is to work 
to rid ourselves of what has been disclosed to us, and in the 
process, we discover that we are not ultimately successful in doing 
so. It is into this experience of having thoughts and feelings we do 
not want, and of being unable to erase them sufficiently so as to 
live as we did before we had them, that today’s reading is 
presented. 
 In this text a message is delivered by an angel. The word 
translated as “angel” is a Greek word meaning “messenger.” I 
suggest we think of the message that is delivered as coming in the 
form of an insight, awareness, or perception. The message is very 
simple: you are, or will become, pregnant. Again, we need to 
remember that the message is delivered into a specific context that 
is part of Advent: the experience of having thoughts and feelings 
we do not want which disrupt the familiar way we live, and of being 
unable to erase the thoughts and feelings sufficiently to live as we 
did before we had them. The message interprets this reality we are 
experiencing as part of something bigger, a birth. To push the 
metaphor a little, perhaps the agitation we feel can be thought of 
as “morning sickness,” or maybe better as “mourning sickness.” 
 The message is expounded in such a way as to help the recipient 
be receptive to it: that we are “favored,” that “God is with us,” that 
“we do not need to be afraid,” and that what will be born will have 

something to do with how God keeps the promise made long ago to 
redeem us and then save us. Given the way we feel, that our lives 
are disrupted, and we do not have the life we want or believe we 
should have, we are likely to be perplexed and spend some time 
pondering what kind of message this is. I imagine that we might 
wonder how this could happen, since we do not meet the criteria 
for this to be true. However, the message indicates that this has 
nothing to do with us, but with God. A mental disposition [a mind] 
set aside for this purpose will begin to influence us in ways that 
seem extraneous, additional or unexpected, and the force/ability of 
God will invest us with something beyond what is normal for us. 
What comes to life will be holy/sacred; that is, it will be an awe-full 
thing in that it will command awe. These words do not tell us what 
will come to life; only that it will be beyond us and will be a “kin” of 
God. If this kind of activity seems impossible to us, we are reminded 
that “…nothing will be impossible with God,” especially the 
impregnating of a mind that up until now has been “barren,” that is 
“sterile” as in rigid in its thinking. God is quite capable of 
deconstructing our understanding of our self, and reconstructing it 
in a more adequate and expansive way. 

Mary’s response to the angel’s message is: “Here am I, the 
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Mary 
submits to the interpretation offered by the angel, which is that God 
is doing something which will be beneficial, and also that in this she 
is favored, and does not need to be afraid because God is with her. 
It is this interpretation that enables her submission. 

At the end of Advent, we come to this same place of needing to 
choose how we will understand what has happened to us earlier in 
advent. Is the dismantling we have experienced and the invasion of 
thoughts and feelings that we believe do not belong in us, a failing 
on our part that needs to be fixed, or a creative act on God’s part to 
which we need to attend, and with which we need to wait and 
watch? The same interpretation offered to Mary is offered to us, in 
the hope that the same submission will be forthcoming. 

 [Jim Robie, 12-20-17, 4th of Advent, Cycle B, Luke 1:26-38] 
 
 
 



CHRISTMAS  EVE 

 The Gospel reading for Christmas Eve is always Luke 2:1-14.  
Joseph and Mary go to Bethlehem and in verses 7-8 is written: 
“While they were there the time came for her to deliver her child.  
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands 
of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for 
them in the inn.”  In verses 11-12 angels appear to shepherds and 
say: “…to you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you: you will find a 
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  (NRSV) 
 The account is written as mythology.  In our culture myths are 
considered to be falsehoods and/or fabrications.  But actually, 
myths are always true.  However, the truth in mythology is not 
objective; it is subjective. This story is written as an objective 
historical narrative, but the truth and meaning of the story is not 
found in the objective, external “historical events” it reports.  Its 
truth and meaning lie in the way it illumines something that 
happens subjectively, internally in each of us in the present.  This 
article is an attempt to describe the subjective, internal present-
day meaning of this story by using modern-day concepts. 
 If we elaborate the Greek in verses 11-12 noted above, the 
thought expressed is—to us is born a deliverer, who will save us, 
protect us, keep us safe, is consecrated to doing this, and has the 
authority to accomplish it.  The sign that this has happened is a 
new-born child. 
 Using modern concepts: what this refers to is the appearance in 
human experience of a mind that approaches life differently from 
our human mind.  Our human mind inherently moralizes.  That is, 
our mind is preoccupied with assessing and evaluating; it has a 
predilection toward determining whether anything and everything 
that is in our awareness is right or wrong, correct or incorrect, 
according to whatever standards we hold in the moment.  This 
other, different mind has none of that preoccupation.  It does not 
moralize; instead, it seeks to take in, comprehend, appreciate and 
manifest what is true. 
 This different mind is the mind of God as that mind appears in 
human life. This mind does what the mind of God does—it 

welcomes everything, feels everything, thinks about everything, is 
curious about and seeks to understand everything, relates to 
everything, appreciates everything, and engages and divulges 
everything.  This mind does not work in the same way as our human 
moralizing mind; however, our minds can be informed by it, can 
grasp its content, can experience its way of seeing and working, and 
can learn from it. 
 Perhaps this mind first appeared in human experience in the life 
of Jesus of Nazareth.  Perhaps this mind had always been available, 
and Jesus was the first person to have the experience of it in a 
conscious way.  Whichever of these is true, the essential message 
of Christmas is that this mind has come to inhabit our life with us 
and we all enter human life capable of interacting with it.  The mind 
does not come to us to make us God-like, but to make us more 
human, helping us see ourselves more accurately and assisting us in 
occupying our own life more fully. 
 The season of Advent describes our perceiving something about 
ourselves which is difficult for us to assimilate, something that does 
not fit our image of who we are.  We are introduced to something 
which is true of us, yet which we do not want to accept.  We find 
ourselves being judged for what we now see, and also being unable 
to erase this perception from our awareness.  In the middle of this 
internal situation God brings to life this different mind which does 
not judge us for being as we are.  Instead, we find ourselves the 
object of interest and attention.  We are accepted, appreciated, and 
enfolded as we now see ourselves regardless of how “good” or 
“bad” we think and feel we are.  This mind that incarnates in us 
works ceaselessly to comprehend who we are, as we are.  This is 
very different from our being moralized on by our human mind 
working ceaselessly to make sure whoever we are is correct and 
proper.   
 Christmas is the time when crèches or nativities are bought out 
and enjoyed.  These portrayals of the birth of Jesus can help us 
understand what we are describing.  Think of a crèche as a 
representation of an environment that is created inside each of us.  
In a crèche the child is the center of attention, and the attention 
focused on the child is loving, adoring, encouraging, and supportive.  



Imagine you have seen something about yourself which you think 
of as illegitimate.  This mind that comes alive in us attends to this 
illegitimate aspect of your life just as the figures in the scene attend 
to the child, the illegitimate part of you being related to in the same 
way the child in the crèche is related to.  This mind that is born into 
us goes about the work of developing this internal environment in 
each of us. 
 As we experience this mind relating to us, we are provided an 
opportunity to see the difference between how we relate, and it 
relates.  We grasp by comparison how moralistic we are toward our 
own lives; how judgmental and critical we are of ourselves.  We 
become able to see our moralizing in action, and watch how it 
negatively influences the way we relate to ourselves.  In contrast, 
we experience compassion and appreciation from this mind for our 
being this way.  This compassion helps us see and explore our being 
so judgmental, especially allowing us to see how high-minded we 
are toward everything about us.  Reflecting on these generates the 
possibility of wondering what our life would be like if we were not 
so moralistic.  Wondering in this way allows us to yearn for the 
experience. 
 In the Gospel of John, this mind that takes up residence in us is 
referred to as “the light of all people… [which] shines in the 
darkness [and] which enlightens everyone” (John 1:4, 5, 9) (NRSV).  
The light that shines in the darkness shines there to show us what 
lies in the darkness.  We are not asked to look at the light; we are 
asked to walk in the light and look at what is in our darkness which 
the light reveals to us.  What lies in our darkness are the many 
aspects of our life we look on as illegitimate, as well as our 
judgments against them which keep them in our darkness.  The 
birth of this mind is God’s way of bringing these to light in us and 
for us.  In this sense this mind delivers us—it saves us, protects us, 
and keeps us safe from the internal beating which stunts our lives.  
We learn by experience that this mind has the authority to 
accomplish what it sets out to do because the work it does turns 
out to be irrepressible. 

 This mind that appeared in the life of Jesus is born into each of 
us in the present, and all of us come into life capable of interacting 
with it. 

[Jim Robie, 12/20/17, Christmas Eve, B, Luke 2:1-14] 

 


